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New York Counseling Association, Bonnie McCaig, Convention Coordinator
"Susie is a conference coordinator's dream come true! She made our convention a resounding success!!!"
A few recent comments: 

What PARENTS say about the impact Susie has on them and their children:
 "My daughter, a freshman, retold your stories to me ... in amazing detail. She was deeply moved by your  
  presentation to the students. She said that it made these issues real to her, not just an adult saying "don't 
  do this."

 "The timing of your presentation was a God-send. She is learning at the speed of light as teens do, and 
  every moment we can grab with them, to love them and communicate with them is precious.

 "Thank you for your gift to our community ... and to my family ... how blessed I felt to sit next to her and 
   listen to her as she shared your truths. That's pretty wonderful."
 
  Community-Parent Program, Plattsburgh, New York, parent: "Thank you so much for your no-nonsense, 
  straight to the point, psychologically sound, caring and  thoroughly entertaining and moving performance! 
  Your program has jump started many new people into action!"
What School Administrators are saying about Susie:
  "Susie was the best staff development speaker that we have ever had!"
  "She kept us on the edge of our seats, she was great!"
  "Your presentation put the spotlight on the heart of the (diversity) issue." 

City of Santa Clarita 'Teen Scene Unplugged' Parent-Teen Community Program 
  "Susie's 8 different characters are on the cutting edge of (prevention) information!" 

New York Counseling Association, Bonnie McCaig, Convention Coordinator
  "Susie is a conference coordinator's dream come true! She made our convention a 
   resounding success!!!"

Director of Nursing, Riverside Community College:
  "You are amazing to be able to perform and keep that crowd under control! Though kids sure don’t have  
    the manners that they used to - you got through loud and clear! I was particularly impressed with your   
    ability to elicit and discuss FEELINGS."



Adult Conference Attendee, Georgia 4H: "The best and most realistic program I have ever seen at any state or national conference in over 30 years of professional work!"
Student Assistance Program Coordinator, LCPC
"If you want to be of assistance to your students, Susie Vanderlip's, Legacy of Hope is a presentation that you can present with confidence!" 
Student Attendee, Wisconsin-UM Key Club Conference, Fifteen year old girl:  "Legacy of Hope and your stress workshop literally transformed my life. You truly show other people the face of God, and probably have saved many lives."

Betty Ford Center at Eisenhower, Drew Paxton, Director 
”Legacy of Hope is brilliantly choreographed, with excellent dialogue. The audience gave a roaring applause and a standing ovation…This kind of enthusiasm and talent is a joy to watch.”
Organizations and Conferences

Comments from Professionals in Mental Health and Violence/Crime Prevention:
American Counseling Association, Branch Leadership Workshop, comments from the audience: "One of the best presentations ACA has had...worth more than 1,000 business meetings!”
California Crime Prevention Officers Association, Jan Sener, State President :  “A perfect fit to our program. The standing ovation you received was well deserved and reflects the impact you had on our attendees.”

Washington Counseling Association, President, Dr. Dan Windisch: "In the 11 years I have attended our state conference there has never been a keynoter who received better evaluations, moved the audience more, or who received a standing ovation.”

Florida Counseling Association, Shelly Hollingsworth, F.C.A. Convention Coordinator: "So easy to work with, so tolerant of last minute changes, so willing to spend time with our delegates assisting them in tackling their own personal challenges.”
Teen Dating Violence Conference, Women’s Transitional Living Center, Director, Judith Ann Bambis, M.S.:  "The obvious choice to open a teen conference during Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Susie is genuine, approachable, warm, a bundle of energy, and extraordinarily committed to her mission of hope." 

National Association of Social Workers, Coordinator, 1999 Addiction Institute, Clarie Fleming, CSW, CASAC, CEAP, BCD, SAP: "A very powerful performance, audience found extremely inspiring."
Georgia 4-H Conference, Camping & Outdoor Programs, Univeristy of Georgia, State Specialist, Jeff Sallee: "I can't begin to tell you how many positive comments I received. Our leaders tell me, 'That was just what our kids needed!' You made a profound impact."  

Comments from Prominent Conferences, Individuals and Institutions:
Ex-California State Governor Pete Wilson: "The time, talent and energy you have committed to helping at-risk children reach their full potential represents the most admirable kind of civic and humanitarian spirit. Legacy of Hope recreates scenarios that young people are often faced with and offers approaches to better handle challenging situations." 
LOS ANGELES TIMES, Jerry Hicks: "She is terrific. Try performing solo for an audience of young people.  Her overall message is upbeat. She understood the upheaval in their lives."

Future Homemakers of America, Betty Ford, National & Regional Meetings Manager: “De-Stress for Success™ was a huge success! Your sincerity, generosity and spirit are not limited to stage but a part of your life." 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD Rhode Island), Gabrielle Abbate, Asst. Executive Director:. “I've been receiving e-mail, mail, cards, and phone calls from students and their parents who are in awe of what took place. Your sincere nature and ability to gain the trust of two diverse generations speaks highly of the effort you put into life.”
Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist, Church Senior Pastor, Dr. Julius Del Pino: "Because of your keen sensitivity and commitment to justice in the American family, I am convinced that every community of faith would benefit from you wisdom, experience, and knowledge." 
Carolinas District KEY Club Conference, District Administrator, J.Scott Johnson:  “Your workshops were by far the best attended."  BLUEPRINT (Key Club Newsletter): "A startlingly sincere performance that set the stage for a fantastic convention."

CITY OF LA PALMA, Council Member, Chair of Red Ribbon Week, Lauree Aragona: " LEGACY OF HOPE gave a golden opportunity to make a difference. 
CNN News, San Bernardino, Executive Producer,  Lacey A. Kendall: "Most rewarding to 'discover' such an inspirational hero as is Susie Vanderlip!"
Department of Education & County Services 
Colorado, Lake County School District R-1, , Special Programs Coordinator, Nancy T. Bell:  " We were hoping Susie would initiate participation in discussion and peer counseling groups. The results far exceeded our expectations. Susie made a big difference in our community."   
Texas, Georgetown School District, Social Issues Coordinator, Tamara Marie Coomer: "Many high school parents informed me her assembly was the first school event their child has told them about in years."     
Idaho, COSAC Chairperson, Sharon Frost: "Our Hispanic junior high boys attended and participated in jazz dance workshop, impressed by her and her presentation."   
High Schools
Colorado, Smoky Hill High School, Student Leadership Advisor, Ron Hogan:  “Student’s response was a real connection with Susie.  She reaches us in ways no one else can. She is easy and delightful to work with."                  
Georgia, Lakeview – Fort Oglethorpe High School, Counselor, Ray Cox: "Without a doubt the best program we have had. This program should be required in the high school curriculum." 

Indiana, Merrillville Community Schools, Coordinator, Jerrold Kasarda: "One veteran teacher who does not often give compliments, stated:  the best in all of his years of teaching. “You gave them courage to confront their inadequacy, hopelessness and anger. Our highest praise." 

Kansas, Liberal Senior High School, Guidance Counselor, Vivian Dirks: "Susie is one of the most influential ladies I've ever met. She not only exposes problems, but offers solutions. Phenominal." 

Tennessee, Northeast High School, FHA/Hero Advisor, Martha Kelsey:  "Students truly could not stop talking about it. Never before had they seen such a unique and remarkable story acted out. Not only (held) attention of our whole student body, but moved them all to a standing ovation.”
Colorado, Moffat County High School, Counselor/Dean, Andrew Young/Jim Loughran:  " Susie Vanderlip can help you make positive changes in the students’ attitudes and behaviors…one of the best choices for drug and alcohol prevention education."  

California, Valencia High School, Dean of Students, Lynn Parish: "Mesmerized our students for an entire hour. Never received as many positive comments from students and parents as I have following LEGACY OF HOPE." 

Arkansas, Haines High School, Teacher, Joann Ross Cunningham:  "The dancing was wonderful, the presenter so talented and touching, her message so right for the youth of our community."              
California, Buena Park High School, Assistant Principal, Marv Abrams: "Masterfully portrayed and appreciated by even the "coolest" in the crowd. This is a spiffy, polished production, as practiced and perfected as a Broadway classic."

California, Redlands High School, Peer Leader Advisor, Thais Kanold: "Teachers and two assistant principals wrote "thank you" notes to me for such an appropriate, creative event and for the thorough Teachers’ Guide Ms. Vanderlip provided. This kind of unsolicited, positive feedback is not the norm from teens and busy teachers...they sincerely (were) impressed."     
Middle Schools

California, Stacey Intermediate School, Principal, Carol Hansen:  "Hits home and keeps their attention like no other assembly presented in schools today!”
Colorado, Berry Creek Middle School, Guidance Counselor, Laurie Mooney: "This was the most riveting presentation I have seen"

Pennsylvania, Govenor Mifflin School District, Richard C. Hampton: "Students at all grades levels were emotionally touched. She left them with a sense of hope.”  

California, Tropico Middle School, Assistant Principal, Ina Scott: "Susie's skill and understanding of this age group was evident...ability to refocus attention and to do so in a gracious and good-humored manner. She is generous in the time she devotes to individual students after the assembly.” 

California, De Anza Junior High School, Lead Counselor, Jim Shinn: "My students (all of them) appreciated very much the style and content of the program. Our student population is 99% Latino. Students very much liked the cultural sensitivity in her program.” 
California, Alondra Intermediate School, Assistant Principal, Christopher Johnson: "Middle school students don't often sit still for an hour, but you captured our students attention. They flocked around you through snack and lunch.  We have a multi-culturally diverse group of students, and your program appealed to them all. Your sincere caring and enjoyment of teens is apparent; and they respond in kind."  

Teen Comments 
"Awesome!"      "Inspiring!"       "Breathtaking!"     "IMPOSING!"

 "SENDS A GOOD MESSAGE!"

 "A serious and important message  & its not boring!”

"I learned that whenever we have any kind of problems, we have to ask for help."

"I want you to know how touched I was. . . brought tears to my eyes."

"You were real. You made a lot of sense."

"I still don’t know how a chick made us think she was a guy! Awesome."
"I really could believe that you were that person talking about your problems. 
You put across good issues and facts that people should know about."

"I identified with the characters a lot because my father is an alcoholic and he doesn't know it yet.  I am very thankful that I saw this. I now have an idea that my father has a disease."

"You have a lot of courage and heart. I think you should keep talking to people, it needs to be heard."

"You really made a difference in my life. I never thought in a million years that I would open up like I did. Thank you for helping me face the challenge."

 "Great drama and an accurate portrayal of an alcoholic family!"

 "Now I understand reality and love."    

"Your program really showed that there are ways out and not to give up. Thank you so much."  -8th Grader, Aberdeen, Idaho

"I have a dad that is a user and an alcoholic. I really related to the feelings you expressed. It's nice to know that someone cares." -Alternative/continuation school student


 
Parochial and Private Schools
California, Cornelia Connelly School of the Holy Christ Jesus, Director of Guidance, Laurie Rybaczyk: "Legacy of Hope is indeed a prayer to the heart.   Students discover hope and a way out of their pain. Susie radiates the joy that prayers of the heart do get answered."

Virginia, Collegiate School, Activities Director, Lewis P. Lawson: "Every student agreed it was the best. The bonding made this normally skeptical audience receptive to your message, even to students previously not open." 

Hawaii, Punahou School, Chaplain, Dr. John R. Heidel: "I've written many letters of recommendation before but, not a one has been more satisfying than this one.  Susie's personal warmth, moral strength, and honesty really come through in these sessions. I'm convinced she reached more students in this creative program than would be possible by expert speaker or film."  

Michigan, Shrine High School, Counselor and Substance Abuse Coordinator, Mary L. Van Cleave MA: "Your commitment to faith in a higher power makes your presentation particularly appropriate in the parochial setting."
California, Saint Joseph High School, Dean of Counseling, Karen Barnes: "(Student survey) responses were 100% positive. Students recommended the program be brought back. Susie gave the students a real opportunity to find help."  
Continuation Schools
Olympic High School, Principal, Marcie Miller: "Her sincerity and her important message linger and make such a difference for the way students see the world around them. I especially liked the way she dealt with the students who were less than polite. Her approach is particularly effective with students such as ours who need to hear it like it is."            

El Camino High School, Teacher, Sue Tisdall: "Your dance/drama was much more than communicating, it was a cultural awakening to our students. The response was exceptional. One of my students finally (after working with him for over a year) came to me asking for help in handling his drinking problem.”
El Camino High School, Principal, Art A. Ponce: "I believe that you were able to open their minds for receiving help from us and other agencies. Many people will benefit from the fine work that you do."  
Hillview High School, Principal, Bob N. LaRue: "You had definitive, constructive suggestions and directions for students."

Colleges and Universities
San Jose State University, Division of Intercollegiate Athletics, NCAA Wellness Coordinator, Ted Edwards:  "A creative artistry which separates it from the typical statistics-based lecture. I can easily recommend her for future NCAA Wellness Speaker Grants." 

University of California, Riverside, Wellness Coordinator, Albert Haas: "Truly the highlight of our AIDS and Alcohol Awareness Week. A well deserved A+ recommendation."  
University of the Pacific, Health Educator Coordinator, Ticka Simon-Rossetto: "Excellent job of increasing students awareness and challenging their denial. Susie has the ability to establish rapport, a very positive attitude, and ability to motivate others to reach their potential." 

University of California, Los Angeles, Substance Abuse Prevention Advisory Council, UCLA Residential Life, Ronald A. Butler: "Heightened awareness of the dangers from alcohol abuse and addiction, while speaking to the heart. She brought fresh insights into the impact that addiction and alcohol abuse has on relationships."

California State University San Marcos, Intercollegiate Drug and Alcohol Prevention Forum, Health Educator, Susan Mendes:  "Moving and engaging while accurately addressing the effects of drug and alcohol abuse on the addict and family."  
Palomar College, Drug Prevention Programs, Coordinator, Beth Post:  “Students will understand not only the psychology of addiction but the terrible toll they take on lives and families. That (Susie makes herself) available after the program to talk about personal circumstances is of great added value." 
Corporations

Great Western Bank, Wellness & Work/Family Programs, Supervisor, Cindy S. Moskovic: "Legacy of Hope made a deeper impression than any other seminar. Indeed, any corporate setting would greatly benefit from Legacy. The feedback from the audience participants was outstanding."

De-Stress for Success
Comments on workshops by both Susie Vanderlip and Dr. Ken Vanderlip, 
individually and jointly
New York Counseling Association Conference - January, 2002
Comments from evaluations:      
· One of the best workshops I have ever attended.
· A more human presence I can not imagine.
· She motivated me to take time for me!!
· The best workshop of the convention.
· I was completely relaxed after the session.
· Susie makes me feel great and rejuvenated!
· Recommend her to any group; she is wonderful!
“Susie’ stress  workshop literally transformed my life!”   

“There is no better therapist [than Ken Vanderip] in the area of stress management. Dr. Vanderlip ranks at the top.”   

Dr. Vanderlip has "an excellent ability to present information in a format participants can readily utilize. My professional staff has benefited greatly from his suggestions. 
 -Cindy A. Shaw, PT,OCS,CPT,Owner, Orthopedic and Spine Care Physical Therapy
We had great reviews from all our members. One member stated, "I wish I had met Ken years ago!"  
-Melisa Hansen, Membership Services Director,  Newport Harbor Area Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Vanderlip is very empathetic and imbues a great deal of confidence in his ability to help. Impressed me with his expertise in stress management, chemical dependency, post traumatic stress disorders, anxiety, depression, grief and loss.                                                        
 -Ira Poll, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist

 The best speaker I have ever seen!  Susie Vanderlip is motivated and really speaks

 to the heart and spirit. Her strength marveled me. I’ve never related like that before!    

- Teens at Massachusetts Peer Helpers Assoc Conference

 

Loved every bit of it! Relaxed me in a way I’ve never felt.      
-FCCLA Meetings Manager, Betty Ford                                                                                  
De-Stress was a huge success! Largest audience of any workshop!  Many enjoyed 
this program of interaction, spiritual uplift and deep relaxation.
-Dr. Dan Windisch, President, Washington Counselors Association.

I have sent business professionals to Dr. Vanderlip and the stress management work 
he has done with them has helped them both personally and professionally.

Businesses and their employees would definitely benefit from Dr. Vanderlip's knowledge
 and expertise.  There is no better therapist in the area of stress management. 
Dr. Vanderlip ranks at the top.
-Dr. Susan Debin, M.D., Board Certified Family Practice      

Participants particularly enjoyed Dr. Vanderlip's style of presentation and the availability
 for interactive learning. CASA staff who found the hand-out materials to
 be useful and informative. 
- Louise Hall, Program Manager
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